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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
MIDDLE DISTRICT OF FLORIDA 
ORLANDO DIVISION 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
Plaintiff, 


TO 

CO 

CO 


V. 


Case No. 6:20-cv- Wfy4' 
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$39,422 IN U.S. CURRENCY, 

Defendant. 

VERIFIED COMPLAINT FOR FORFEITURE IN REM 

The United States of America brings this complaint and alleges upon 
information and belief, in accordance with Supp’l Rule G(2), Supplemental 
Rules for Admiralty or Maritime Claims and Asset Forfeiture Actions, as 
follows: 


NATURE OF THE ACTION 

1. This is a civil action in rem to forfeit to the United States of 
America, pursuant to 21 U.S.C. § 881(a)(6), approximately $39,422 in 
currency (Defendant Funds) seized from Javonte Deaverner Richardson at the 
Orlando International Airport. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

2. The Court has subject matter jurisdiction over this action 
pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1345, which provides the Court with jurisdiction over 
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all civil actions commenced by the United States, and pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 
1355, which provides the Court with jurisdiction over actions to recover or 
enforce forfeitures. 

3. This Court has in rent jurisdiction over the Defendant Funds 
because venue properly lies in the Middle District of Florida pursuant to 28 
U.S.C. § 1395. 

4. Venue is proper in the United States District Court for the 
Middle District of Florida, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1395(b), because the 
Defendant Funds were found and seized in this district. 

THE DEFENDANT IN REM 

5. The Defendant Funds consist of approximately $39,422 in 
United States currency seized from Javonte Deavemer Richardson on 
February 25,2020 at Orlando International Airport by law enforcement 
officers who determined that there was probable cause to believe that the 
Defendant Funds constituted: (1) money furnished or intended to be furnished 
by a person in exchange for a controlled substance in violation of the 
Controlled Substances Act; (2) proceeds traceable to such an exchange; or (3) 
money used or intended to be used to facilitate a violation of the Controlled 
Substances Act. 
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6. Homeland Security Investigations (HSI) took custody of the 
Defendant Funds, which remain in the custody of the United States. As set 
forth in Supp’l Rule G(3)(b)(i), the Clerk of Court must issue a warrant to 
arrest the Defendant Funds if they are in the government’s possession, 
custody, or control. 

BASIS FOR FORFEITURE 

7. The Defendant Funds are subject to forfeiture to the United 
States pursuant to 21 U.S.C. § 881(a)(6) because they constitute: (1) money 
furnished or intended to be furnished by a person in exchange for a controlled 
substance in violation of the Controlled Substances Act; (2) proceeds traceable 
to such an exchange; or (3) money used or intended to be used to facilitate a 
violation of the Controlled Substances Act. 

FACTS 

8. The facts and circumstances supporting the forfeiture of the 
Defendant Funds have been provided by HSI Special Agent John Kaufman, 
who states as follows. 

I. Richardson’s 2016 Marijuana Arrest and Conviction 

9. On February 20,2016, Richardson was stopped for speeding in 
Tallahassee, Florida. While the officer was speaking with Richardson, he 
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smelled marijuana. For this reason, the vehicle was searched. During the 
search, law enforcement officers found marijuana throughout the vehicle. 
Officers also found a digital scale covered in marijuana residue, along with a 
box of empty sandwich bags (commonly used by dealers to package marijuana 
for resale). Officers arrested Richardson and placed him in the back of a police 
cruiser. While in the police vehicle, Richardson disposed of a baggie of 
marijuana that he possessed. Richardson was later charged and adjudicated 
guilty of misdemeanor possession of marijuana and possession and/or use of 
narcotic equipment. 

II. 2017 Delivery of Marijuana to Richardson’s Residence 

10. On September 22,2017, law enforcement agents encountered a 
United States Postal mail package addressed to “Jamie Roses” at a townhouse 
located on Airport Drive in Tallahassee, Florida. The package contained 
several pounds of marijuana. Law enforcement officers took the package to 
the Airport Drive address and knocked on the front door. Moments later, 
Richardson exited the garage. The officers spoke with Richardson and asked if 
“Jamie Roses” lived there. Richardson stated that he was the only one who 
lived at the residence. 
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11. Once law enforcement confirmed Richardson’s identity, it was 
discovered that he had an outstanding warrant for an unrelated felony. As a 
result, Richardson was arrested. A search incident to his arrest revealed he 
was carrying $4,274. 

HI. Seizure of Defendant Funds at Orlando International Airport 

12. On Tuesday, February 25, 2020, Richardson was ticketed to fly 
on American Airlines flight 219 from Orlando, Florida to Los Angeles, 
California at approximately 5:05 p.m. California is a known source state for 
controlled substances. 

13. Richardson had booked his one-way ticket to California just two 
days earlier—on February 23,2020. Drug traffickers often purchase one-way 
tickets shortly before they are to travel since the drug trade is unpredictable. 

14. While conducting interdiction operations at Richardson’s gate, 
law enforcement officers noticed Richardson due to his nervous behavior - 
repeatedly walking back and forth past his gate, while continuously checking 
out his surroundings. 

15. As a result, two law enforcement officers in plain clothes 
approached Richardson. Both officers identified themselves by showing 
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Richardson their credentials, and asked to speak with him. Richardson agreed 
to speak with agents. 

16. Richardson retrieved his boarding pass and Florida Driver’s 
license from a satchel that he was wearing around his neck. His Florida 
Driver’s license listed Richardson’s address as a residence on Dr. Martin 
Luther King St. in Dundee, FL. Below is a photograph of the residence 
located at that address. 



17. When Richardson opened the satchel, Metropolitan Bureau of 
Investigation Agent Josh Evans smelled marijuana. Agent Evans asked 
Richardson if he had either smoked marijuana or been around marijuana 
earlier in the day. Richardson admitted that he had smoked marijuana earlier 
in the day, and further admitted that he did not possess a medical marijuana 
card. He did, however, show officers a membership card to a marijuana 
dispensary in California. 
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18. Agent Evans then asked if Richardson was carrying any money. 
Richardson stated that he was, but claimed he did not know how much. Agent 
Evans asked for permission to search Richardson’s carry-on bag and satchel 
and Richardson consented. 

19. Agent Evans started to search Richardson’s carry-on bag, but 
then asked for Richardson to retrieve the money for him. Richardson then 
pulled out seven bundles of cash from his satchel. Agent Evans detected the 
odor of marijuana on the money. Agent Evans also noticed that the currency 
was bundled by different colored rubber bands and consisted of $100 and $20 
bills. Drug traffickers often transport cash in rubber-banded bundles, which 
allows for easy counting. 

20. Agent Evans asked Richardson how much currency he was 
carrying, and Richardson said it was $20,000. Richardson later said that he 
was carrying around $31,000-$32,000. He also provided varying stories about 
what he was going to use the funds for once he got to California. 

21. Agent Evans found another four bundles of currency banded 
with different color rubber bands inside an inner pocket of Richardson’s 
satchel. The currency consisted of $100, $50, and $20 bills. Agent Evans also 
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found a few loose bills in the main pocket of the satchel. All of currency 
smelled of marijuana. 

22. The following day, a properly trained narcotics detection dog, 
“Gabi,” positively alerted to the presence of the odor of drugs on the 
Defendant Funds. Gabi is trained to detect the odor of cocaine, heroin, 
marijuana, MDMA, and methamphetamine. 

23. Individuals who handle controlled substances often get traces of 
the substances on their hands and clothing. These trace amounts of a 
controlled substance can easily be spread to other items the individual touches 
such as currency. A positive alert to U.S. currency by a properly trained dog 
indicates that the currency had either been handled by someone who had trace 
amounts of a controlled substance on their hands, or the currency had recently 
been in close proximity to a controlled substance. 

24. The seized currency totaled $39,422. The money was comprised 
of: 


309 

$100 bills 

99 

$50 bills 

177 

$20 bills 

1 

$10 bills 

3 

$5 bills 

7 

$1 bills 
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IV. Recorded Statements of Richardson 

25. After the currency was seized, video recordings of Richardson 
were discovered on YouTube (an online video-sharing platform). In these 
recordings, Richardson brags of making money selling drugs. Richardson can 
be heard boasting “ moving dope, selling weed, getting money, that’s the game... 
moving weight... I got 50 pounds in my backpack ... I’m the dope man, pill man, 
weed man.” In the videos, Richardson can be seen with bags of marijuana, 
currency, and a firearm. The following are taken from screen shots of the 
videos: 



V. Facebook Posts 

26. Additional video recordings of Richardson were discovered on 
Facebook (an online social media and social networking service). In these 
recordings, Richardson poses with what clearly appears to be distribution 
quantities of marijuana and large quantities of United States currency. The 
following are screen shots of portions of the videos showing Richardson with 
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distribution quantities of marijuana: 




27. The following are screen shots of portions of the videos showing 
Richardson with large quantities of currency: 
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VI. Lack of Income 

28. In 2014, Richardson was adjudicated guilty in the Tenth Judicial 
Circuit, Polk County of attempted burglary of a dwelling, grand theft of a 
firearm, and engaging in a scheme to defraud. These charges were in relation 
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to Richardson breaking into a home and stealing cash, personal checks, and a 
firearm. In order to determine if Richardson qualified for court appointed 
counsel, he was required to submit a financial affidavit. In an affidavit, which 
was signed under oath on April 12,2014, Richardson indicated that he had no 
income and no assets. 

27. Records from the State of Florida indicate that the only recent 
wages for Richardson were in 2016— when he earned $63.00. 

CONCLUSION 

28. As required by Supp’l Rule G(2)(f), the facts set forth herein 
support a reasonable belief that the government will be able to meet its burden 
of proof at trial. Specifically, probable cause exists to believe that the 
Defendant Funds constitute: (1) money furnished or intended to be furnished 
by a person in exchange for a controlled substance in violation of the 
Controlled Substances Act; (2) proceeds traceable to such an exchange; or (3) 
money used or intended to be used to facilitate a violation of the Controlled 
Substances Act and are therefore subject to forfeiture pursuant to 21 U.S.C. § 
881(a)(6). 

WHEREFORE, pursuant to Supp’l Rule G, Plaintiff United States of 
America respectfully requests that process of forfeiture be issued against the 
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Defendant Funds; that due notice be given to all interested parties to appear 
and show cause why the forfeiture should not be decreed; that the Defendant 
Funds be forfeited to the United States for disposition according to law; and 
that the United States have such other and further relief as this case may 
require. 


Dated: July 2, 2020 

Respectfully submitted, 

MARIA CHAPA LOPEZ 
United States Attorney 

By: il f \ ) fXU/1 

Nicole M. Andrejko 

Assistant United States Attorney 

Florida Bar No. 0820601 

400 West Washington Street, Suite 3100 

Orlando, Florida 32801 

Telephone: (407) 648-7500 

Facsimile: (407) 648-7643 

E-Mail: Nicole.Andreiko@usdoi.gov 
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VERIFICATION 


I* John F. Kaufman, hereby verify and declare under penalty of pegury, 
that I am a Special Agent with the Homeland Security investigations, and 
pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, that I have read the foregoing Verified 
Complaint for Forfeiture in Rem and know the contents thereof, and that the 
matters contained in the Verified Complaint are true to my own knowledge 
and belief. 

The sources of my knowledge and information and the grounds of my 
belief are the official files and records of the United States, information 
supplied to me by other law enforcement officers, as well as my investigation 
of this case together with other HSI Special Agents and Task Force Officers. 

I hereby verify and declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is 
true and correct 

Executed this _L_ day of July, 2020. 
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